A BRIEF HISTORY OF SPYGLASS
What is Spyglass? Is it simply private condominiums with
dazzling sunsets and vibrant, color saturated views? Is it the drama of
crashing waves driven by roaring winds, or a cheerful scene with kids
playing for hours in the waves? Is it a community with year round
residents living on the beach with amazing views, or a weekend and
vacation getaway for busy professionals who come and go? Maybe it is
all of these things.
Spyglass was conceived in 1980, when local developer Jim Jurries
bought a Campfire Girls campground property and adjacent land on the
Lake Michigan beach. Since 1974 Jurries had been developing Marigold
Woods, a 160 home development, and he was well established and
respected in Holland. Jurries formed a partnership with other local
professionals to build a unique high quality, upscale condominium
community.
The construction of Spyglass spanned ten years, starting in 1985
with contractors ending their involvement around 1995. While the
original project was completed for an estimated $14 - 16 million in the
early 1990’s, today the resale value of the 64 Spyglass units might total
$50 to $60 million in the 2016 market. Today Spyglass is a sought after
address for discriminating buyers, offering unique value to those who
seek to enjoy Michigan’s natural beauty.
For centuries the sand dunes of Lake Michigan were shaped and
molded by powerful winter storms and dramatic summer thunderstorms
amid the beauty of constantly changing seasons. As time passed nearby
population gradually increased, but the lake front and the dunes
remained unoccupied and were used only as an occasional recreation
site. There was so much beach and so few people.
In 1882 the Hotel Macatawa was built on the south side of the
Macatawa channel. In 1885 the West Lake Michigan Park Association
bought 80 acres to build private cottages, and the developer included a
hotel site, on the north side of the channel. Soon the Hotel Ottawa,
later the Ottawa Beach Resort, was built. Ships and trains brought
visitors to the beach from around the region to enjoy the resorts and to
explore the shoreline.
In 1926, the same year that Holland State Park was purchased by
the State of Michigan, the Campfire Girls of Grand Rapids (now
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Campfire of West MI 4C) acquired land on the beach for a summer
youth camp called Camp Keewano Wohelo. Some background on the
origin of the lakefront camp is provided in the “Park Township
Centennial History 1915 to 2015”, published by the Von Raalte Institute
in 2015 and written by Dr. Robert P. Swierenga:
In 1926 the Grand Rapids chapter of the Camp Fire Girls purchased
twenty-one acres in the dunes immediately north of Ottawa Beach for $20,000
and had Bolhuis Lumber Co. of Holland build a large camp for thousands of
campers. The building overlooking Lake Michigan included a kitchen, a dining
hall, and sleeping quarters for leaders. Twenty-five tents were erected for campers
with solid wood floors and partial walls topped by canvas. The first ninety-five
campers came in July 1927.
Local residents recall that campers would arrive at Ottawa Beach
and load onto horse drawn wagons. They would be carried on the
wagons behind the horses, across the state park, to the camp with its
tents and activities. With no roads leading to the camp in those early
years, it was certainly an adventure into the wilderness for the city girls
who spent summer nights in the camp among the dunes above the lake.
By the 1950’s the camp included a substantial dining hall with a
two story stone fireplace that sat somewhat up the hill from where the
Spyglass entrance is today. A three-bedroom caretaker house was
located approximately where the gate and cul de sac are today. Many tent
foundations were scattered across the property, where hundreds of
young campers spent memorable summer nights during their camp
experience.
When the Campfire organization decided to sell their land around
1980, local business people saw an opportunity and the vision that
became Spyglass began to take shape.
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As development and construction proceeded, the land was cleared
and leveled to permit site preparation, installation of utilities, and
building of roads. About the time the dune was cleared and graded, state
regulators discovered the project. Annually the state Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) chartered a plane to fly over the state’s
Great Lakes shoreline to photograph the shoreline and to assess changes
and trends along the waterfront.
When the pictures of the “bald” Spyglass shoreline were reviewed,
alarmed DEQ staff called the county drain commissioner, Roscoe
DeVries, to find the cause of these apparent severe changes to this
critical beach area. DeVries explained the construction project, added
that the Spyglass developers had met all legal requirements, that all
permits were being honored, and the development was fully within the
law. The fact that dune grass was being planted to stabilize the dune was
very important. It is safe to guess that Spyglass had the DEQ’s full
attention at that time.
Michigan has about 225,000 acres of shoreline that were subject
to the first state Dunes Protection Act enacted in 1976. While this
legislation put severe limits on beach development, it was not inclusive
of restrictions on projects like Spyglass. A bill was introduced in
Lansing to add “critical dunes protection” to state law to place more
strenuous requirements on any future development of 74,000 acres of
Great Lakes beaches and sandy shoreline judged to be “critical”.
Spyglass could not be constructed under these proposed requirements of
the critical dunes legislation. The last three buildings in the community
were begun ahead of schedule, before the critical dunes legislation was
law.
Many development and construction challenges were expected,
but some were not foreseen. The most underestimated force, the most
intrusive power, was the wind driving water and sand up the dune. The
devastating effect of wind, sand and water on the integrity and
weatherproofing of the buildings led to contentious, and expensive,
negotiations between residents and all parties to the construction for
several years. Even more difficult was finding solutions to the
challenges, and only diligence and persistence of all involved brought the
buildings to today’s stable and maintainable condition.
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Today there is an established trend of continuous improvement in
Spyglass, retaining the momentum of the reconstruction in the late 90’s
and early 2000’s. In recent years new gate installation, repair of the
tennis/basketball courts, and ongoing improvements in landscaping and
common area conditions, are evidence of a process of continuous
improvement that has added great value.

The future of Spyglass is promising and secure, and continued
resident commitment and active board and staff management promises
even better future resident value for owners from their Spyglass
investment. Property values are strong and should continue to benefit
from the community’s unique location and the high value design of the
community and its amenities. It’s an exciting and promising future, and
owners can take great pride in this community!
A more complete history of Spyglass in book form called Spyglass – A
History by Dave Shellenbarger, is available at for purchase at
https://www.createspace.com/6437529.

