A BRIEF HISTORY OF BYGLASS

Wha is Spyglass? Is it simply pricatedominiumsvith
dazzling sunsets avithrant color saturated views? Is it the drama of
crashing waves driven by roaring windscbeearfuscene with kids
playing for hours in theawes?s it a community with year round
residentdéivingon the beaclvith amazing views, or a weekend and
vacation getaway for busgfessionals who come and d@&ybe it is
all of these things.

Spyglass was conceived in 1980, lehahdevelopelimJurries
boughta Campfire Girls campground propartg adjacent larmh the
Lake Michigan beach. Since 1974 Jurries had been develogoid Mari
Woods al60 home developmeatidhewas well establishadd
respecteth Holland. Jurries formedartneshipwith other local
professional®otbuild a unique high quality, upscale condominium
community.

The construction of Spyglass spanned ten years, starting in 1985
with contractors ending their involvement around 1995. While the
original project was mpleted for an estimated $16 million in the
early 199008s, today the resal e \
$50 to $60 million in the 2016 markKetdaySpyglass is a sought after
address for discriminating buyeftering unique value timose who
seek to enjoy Mi.chigands natur al

For centuries the sand dunes of Lake Michigan were shaped and
molded by powerful winter storms and dramatic summer thunderstorms
amid the beauty of cstantly changing seasois time passed nearby
population gradually increased, but the lake front and the dunes
remained unoccupied and were used oalyaxsasional recreation
site There was so much beach sméew people.

In 1882 the Hotel Macatawa was built on the south side of the
Macatawa chael. In 1885 the West Lake Michigan Park Association
bought 80 acres to build private cottages, and the developer included a
hotel siteon the north side of the chann8lbon the Hotel Ottawa,
later the Ottawa Beach Resort, was built. Ships and rtoaigistb
visitors to the beach from around the retpognjoy the resorts and to
explore the shoreline

In 1926, the saenyear thatlolland State Park was purchased by
the State of Michigan, the Campfire Girls of Grand Rapids (now
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Campfire of West MI 4@xcquired landn the beacfor a summer

youth campalled Camp Keewano Wohelo. Some background on the
origin of the lakefrontcamps p r o v iPadrk Towriship t he 0
Centennial History 1915t02615 publ i shed by the
in 2015 and writteloy Dr. RoberP. Swierenga:

In 1926 the Grand Rapids chapter of the Camp Fire Girls purch:
twentgne acres in the dunes immediately north of Ottawa Beach for $2
and had Bolhuis Lumber Co. of Holland build a large camp for thousan
camperBhe building overlooking Lake Michigan included a kitchen, a dil
hall, and sleeping quarters for leadéve (Bwentyere erected for campers
with solid wood floors and partial walls topped by canvaivd he first nine
campers came id92iky

Local residents recall that campers would arrive at Ottawa Beach
and load onto horse drawn wagons. They would be oartiesl
wagondehind the horses, across the state park, to the camp with its
tents and activities. With no roads leadingetoadmp in those early
years, itvas certainlgn adventure into the wilderness for the city girls
who spent summer nights in the camp among the dunes above the lake.

By the 19508s the camp includec
two stay stone firepladdat sat somewhat up the hill frarnere tle
Spyglass entrance is todayhréebedroom caretaker housas
located approximately where the gateainde sae today Manytent
foundations were scattered across the property, where hundreds of
youngcampers spent memorable summer nights during their camp
experience.

When the Campfire organizataecided to setheir land around
1980, local business people saw an opportunity and the vision that
became Spyglassgan to take shape



Canoes at&np Keewan@Voheo in the1920's

HoIIandStéte Parln the late 920's



Camﬁ-KeeWanb Wohelo Lodge 1920's to 1957
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As development and construction proceeded, the land was cleared
and leveled to permit site preparation, installation of utilities, and
building of roadsAbout the time the duneas cleadand gradedsate
reguétors discovered the project. AnnubHlystate Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) chartered aptarfyover t he st a
Great Lakes shorelitephotograph the shorelinadto assess changes
and trends along the waterfront.

Whenh e pi ct ur e Spygmsshotelhewererdviavied, 6
alarmed DEQ staff called the county drain commissioner, Roscoe
DeVries, to find the cause of these apparent severe changes to this
critical beach area. DeVries explained the construction pdgeck,
that the Spyglass developers had met all legal requirements, that all
permits were being honored, and the development was fully within the
law. The fact that dune grass was being plamt&dbilize the durnveas
very importantltissafetogues t hat Spygl ass had 1
attention at that time.

Michigan has about 225,000 acres of shoreline that were subject
to the first state Dunes Protection Act enacted in 1976. While this
legislation put severe limits on beach development, it wadusve
of restrictions on projects like Spyglass. A bill was introduced in
Lansing to add ocritical dunes pr
strenuous requirements on any future development of 74,000 acres of
Great Lakes beaches and sandy shgreind ged t o be ocr i
Spyglass could not be constructed under these proposed requirements of
the critical dunes legislatiofhelast three buildings the community
were begun ahead of schedule, before the critical dunes legislation was
law.

Many deelopment and construction challenges were expected,
but some were not foreseen. The most underestimated force, the most
intrusive power, was the wind driving water and sand up the dune. The
devastating effeof wind, sand and water on the integrity and
weatherproofing of the buildings led to contentious, and expensive,
negotiations between residents and all parties to the construction for
several years. Even more difficult was finding solutions to the
challengesindonly diligence and persisteatdl involvedbrought the
buildinggot oday ds stabl e and maintaina



Beachfront Prior to Construction 1984

Construction on Building 2 in 1985



Building 2 Framed in 1985

Clearing and leveling the upper levels of the building site



Aerial Plat Map of Spygl&#&®perty

Today here is an established trend of continuous improvement in
Spyglass, retaining the momentum of the reconstructidme | at e
and e ar Inycetedndd gate installation, repair of the
tennis/basketball courts, and ongoing improvements in landscaping anc
common area conditigrege evidence af process of continuous
improvementhathas added great value



